A need to expand our thinking about "repeat" abortions.
Women who have more than one abortion are often the "targets" for social and clinical interventions geared at preventing "repeat abortions." Such an approach ignores the unique circumstances that may surround each abortion. We qualitatively analyzed the history of 10 women who have had more than one abortion who were participating in a larger study of women's emotional experiences following abortion. Women were recruited following their initial contact with a postabortion support talk line and from a previously completed study. Overall, women in the sample reported that each abortion was different and some abortions were more emotionally difficult than others, suggesting that the phrase "repeat" can be a misnomer and discounts the unique circumstances surrounding each abortion. Rather than use the term "repeat abortions," we advocate for the use of the less loaded term "multiple abortions," in which each abortion is understood as a unique experience.